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Zeus, who o'er all strangers watches,

May he see with his praise and favour

The praise that comes from the lips of strangers,

And guide in all to a faultless issue."

The prayer that follows must have been, as a poeti-
cal and musical masterpiece, the most interesting
portion of the play. "We can well imagine, remem-
bering the prayers in some of the most beautiful
modern operas, what a hush of admiration must have
come over the great theatre when its solemn stanzas
were chanted. And if, as some suppose, the play had
a political character, and was intended to promote
goodwill towards Argos, and advocate an alliance with
that city, a double interest must have attached to this
chorus. u Never may war," such is the burden of
the strain, "reap his sad crop in these fields of the
merciful and pious; nor ever pestilence nor civil strife
strew them with native blood : but let old piety ever
dwell here, and the favour of heaven make the earth
fruitful with corn and herds; and may songs of joy
rise ever here from holy lips."

Strophe.'

" And may the rule in which the people share
Keep the State's functions as in perfect peace,

E'en that which sways the crowd,

Which sways the commonwealth

By counsels wise and good;
And to the strangers and the sojourners
May they grant rights that rest on compacts sure,

Ere war is roused to arms

So that no trouble come I"